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Observations of Encke’s Comet with the Transit Circle and the 
Great Equatoreal at the Royal Observatory , Greenwich . 


(Communicated by the Astronomer Royal.') 


1871 . G.M.T. 

d h m s 

Nov. 8 6 28 43 


Correction Correction 

Observed to Mr. Hind’s Observed to Mr. Hind’s 

R.A. Ephemeris. N.P.D. Ephemeris. Observer, 

hms s o / h „ 

21 38 42’5 +n*o .. .. J.C. 


6 28 48 
9 6 15 7 


21 38 47’i 
21 29 o’9 


+ 15-6 
+ i8’8 


56 54 27-0 +49*° p - 

57 48 7-0 -17-0 J.C. 


The observations were made by Mr. Carpenter and Mr. Potts. 

Note by Mr. Carpenter:—“ Nov. 9. The comet was large and 
faint, the diameter of the brightest portion equal to one interval 
of the wires used in eye-and-ear observations (about 240"). It 
was somewhat fan-shaped/with no nucleus; the part observed 
being that which I judged the brightest. The low-power eye¬ 
piece (about 50) was used.” 

In the first observation, on November 8, the transit was 
observed over two of the vertical wires, and in the second ob¬ 
servation over one only. On November 9 the transit was observed 
over six wires. 

Mr. Carpenter further writes : “ I observed this comet last 
night, Nov. 9, with the Great Equatoreal (as well as with the 
Transit Circle). The appearance was the same as on the pre- 
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Encke’s Comet. 


■a 6 

LO 1 

C\]l 


XXXII. I, 


l ^ious evening; but I was able to make out a considerable ex- 
Itjension of the illumination beyond the bright fan-shaped conden¬ 
sation, but on one side (the spreading side) only. On the opposite 
laiide this diffused illumination appeared to be cut off nearly in a 
Straight line immediately behind (following) the apex of the fan. 
'QSee woodcut.) 



“ The axis of the illuminated fan was inclined about 5 0 or io° 
to the plane, the apparent west side (apex of the fan) dipping. 
The comet was easily seen in the finder of the Great Equatoreal.” 

1871, Nov. 10. 

[The Astronomer Royal explained to the Meeting, by refer¬ 
ence to a globe upon which the Sun and the Comet had been 
drawn in their proper positions, that the spreading side of the 
fan-shaped luminosity was turned almost directly towards the 
Sun.] 
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